
WELCOME TO 

ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH!

I am the good shepherd; 
and I know My sheep, and am known by My own.

Jn 10:14

Good Shepherd Sunday
April 26, 2015

A Service of  the Word
TLH (hymns 1-660) is the RED book, WS (hymns 701-800) is the TAN book

(If you have difficulty standing, please feel free to remain seated as needed)

Preservice Devotion: Psalm 95, forepart of TLH p.143

OPENING HYMN
TLH 431  (red hymnal)! The King of  Love My Shepherd Is

INVOCATION ! Matthew 28:19

Minister (M)  In the Name of  the Father, and of  the Son, and of  the Holy Spirit.

Congreg. (C)  Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION !

M! If  we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

C! If  we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. ! 1 John 1:8-9

M! Let us then draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God, our 
Father, asking Him in the name of  our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness.

C! Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 
unclean and that we have sinned against You in our thoughts, 
words, and actions.  We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment, for we have not loved You above all things and we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of  Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 
the glory of  Your holy name.  Amen. 

M! Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given 
His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those 
who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the right to become children of  God 
and bestows on them His Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this 
good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of  our Lord Jesus 
Christ.! John 1:12; Philippians 1:6

C! Amen.

INTROIT! Ps 23:1–3; Jn 10:14, 15b



M" The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me to lie down in 
green pastures; He leads me beside the still waters. He restores my soul; 
He leads me in the paths of  righteousness For His name’s sake.

! Oh Lord Jesus, You are the good shepherd; and You know You sheep, and 
are known by Your own and You lay down Your life for the sheep.

C! Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it 
was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

M! Lord have mercy upon us.
C! Christ have mercy upon us.
M! Lord have mercy upon us.
C! Amen.

GLORIA CHRISTI ~ Glory to Christ!

M! The Lord be with you.! Luke 1:28

C! And also with you.

COLLECT OF THE DAY
M" Let us pray, …#one God, now and forever.

C! Amen.

FIRST LESSON !

1 John 3:16–24
16"By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we 

also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 17"But whoever has this 
world’s goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from 
him, how does the love of  God abide in him?

18"My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed 
and in truth. 19"And by this we know that we are of  the truth, and shall 



assure our hearts before Him. 20"For if  our heart condemns us, God is 
greater than our heart, and knows all things. 21"Beloved, if  our heart 
does not condemn us, we have confidence toward God. 22"And whatever 
we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and 
do those things that are pleasing in His sight. 23"And this is His 
commandment: that we should believe on the name of  His Son Jesus 
Christ and love one another, as He gave us commandment.

24"Now he who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in 
him. And by this we know that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He 
has given us.

PSALM OF THE DAY (rise and say responsively)# Psalm 23

M! The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.
C! He makes me to lie down in green pastures;
M! He leads me beside the still waters.
C! He restores my soul;
M! He leads me in the paths of  righteousness
C" For His name’s sake.
M! Yea, though I walk through the valley of  the shadow of  death,
C! I will fear no evil;
M! For You are with me;
C! Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.

M! You prepare a table before me in the presence of  my enemies;
C! You anoint my head with oil;
M! My cup runs over.
C! Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
M! All the days of  my life;
C! And I will dwell in the house of  the Lord forever.

GOSPEL LESSON

M! And this is eternal life, that we know the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom He has sent. ! John 17:3

" C" Glo -  ry   be   to      Thee,   O           Lord!

John 10:11–18
11"“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the 

sheep. 12"But a hireling, he who is not the shepherd, one who does not 
own the sheep, sees the wolf  coming and leaves the sheep and flees; and 
the wolf  catches the sheep and scatters them. 13"The hireling flees 
because he is a hireling and does not care about the sheep. 14"I am the 
good shepherd; and I know My sheep, and am known by My own. 15"As 
the Father knows Me, even so I know the Father; and I lay down My life 
for the sheep. 16"And other sheep I have which are not of  this fold; them 



also I must bring, and they will hear My voice; and there will be one 
flock and one shepherd.

17"“Therefore My Father loves Me, because I lay down My life that I 
may take it again. 18"No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of  
Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. 
This command I have received from My Father.”

M! These words are written that we may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of  God, and that believing, we may have life in His name. ! John 20:31

 " C" Praise   be  to       Thee,   O        Christ!

CREED ~ " The Apostles’ Creed

C! I believe in God the Father almighty, 
! ! maker of  heaven and earth.
! I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
! ! ! Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
! ! ! born of  the virgin Mary, 
! ! ! suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
! ! ! was crucified, died, and was buried. 
! ! He descended into hell. 
! ! The third day He rose again from the dead. 
! ! He ascended into heaven 
! ! ! and is seated at the right hand of  God 
! ! ! the Father almighty.  
! ! From there He will come to judge
! ! ! the living and the dead. 
! I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
! ! ! the holy Christian Church, 
! ! ! the communion of  saints, 
! ! ! the forgiveness of  sins, 
! ! ! the resurrection of  the body, 
! ! ! ! and the life everlasting.  Amen.

HYMN
WS 783  (tan hymnal)! Jesus, Shepherd of  the Sheep

SERMON
Acts 4:1–12

Now as they spoke to the people, the priests, the captain of  the temple, 
and the Sadducees came upon them, 2"being greatly disturbed that they 
taught the people and preached in Jesus the resurrection from the dead. 
3"And they laid hands on them, and put them in custody until the next 
day, for it was already evening. 4"However, many of  those who heard the 
word believed; and the number of  the men came to be about five 
thousand.



5"And it came to pass, on the next day, that their rulers, elders, and 
scribes, 6"as well as Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and 
Alexander, and as many as were of  the family of  the high priest, were 
gathered together at Jerusalem. 7"And when they had set them in the 
midst, they asked, “By what power or by what name have you done 
this?”

8"Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of  the 
people and elders of  Israel: 9"If  we this day are judged for a good deed 
done to a helpless man, by what means he has been made well, 10"let it be 
known to you all, and to all the people of  Israel, that by the name of  
Jesus Christ of  Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from 
the dead, by Him this man stands here before you whole. 11"This is the 
‘stone which was rejected by you builders, which has become the chief  cornerstone.’ 
12"Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under 
heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”

The Good Shepherd is Known 
by His Power to Give Life

M! The peace of  God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. ! Philippians 4:7

OFFERTORY# Psalm 51:10-12

HYMN
TLH 201  (red hymnal)" Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won

GATHERING OF OUR THANK OFFERING

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

THE LORD’S PRAYER! Matthew 6:9-13



C! Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy 
kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give 
us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into 
temptation; But deliver us from evil; For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen!

BENEDICTION# Numbers 6:24-26

M! The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine upon 
you and be gracious unto you.  The Lord lift up His countenance upon 
you and give you peace.

C! Amen.

CLOSING HYMN
TLH 648  (red hymnal)! I Am Jesus Little Lamb

Liturgical settings from The Lutheran Hymnal ©1941, Lutheran Service Book ©2006, Concordia Publishing 
House.  Used by permission. License #000013678.  Liturgical settings from The Lutheran Hymnal ©1941, 
Lutheran Service Book ©2006, Concordia Publishing House.  “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing,” tr. Robert 
Campbell, setting Jan O. Bender.  © 1969.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. Reprinted under One 
License.net license # A-A-723598.  Gradual Verse: “Christ, our Paschal Lamb, indeed,” from “Christ the Lord 
has Risen Again,” by Michael Weisse, Tr. by Catherine Winkworth, Text and Tune: public domain. Unless 
otherwise noted, Bible Translations NKJV ©1982 Thomas Nelson.  Unless otherwise noted, Bible 
Translations NKJV ©1982 Thomas Nelson. 

Welcome!  We wish a warm welcome to our guests this morning.  It 
is our mission to share the good news that God gave His only Son   
that whoever believes in Him has eternal life (John 3:16-17).   May 
that good news go with you.  Feel free to sign our guest book in the 
entry way.   For more information about our church see the visitor 
comment cards and brochures in the entry way or visit our website at 
AscensionBatavia.org.  We hope to see you again!

Participating in this Service of the Word
Music:  ! M. Kuehne! Lead Usher:  ! G. Suwanski
Minister:  ! Pastor D. Pfeiffer !


