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ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH!

Pentecost 22   November 9, 2014

Preserved Blameless At His Coming
A Sermon Series from 1 Thessalonians

1:1–10 ! The Thessalonians –"A Christian Example (10/19)

2:1–13 ! Trustworthy Teachers of  the Word (10/26)

4:1–12 ! Saints are Called in Holiness (11/2)

4:13–18 ! The Coming of  the Lord –"We Have Hope
5:1–11 ! The Coming of  the Lord –"We Are Ready (11/16)

A Service of  the Word
TLH (hymns 1-660) is the RED book, WS (hymns 701-800) is the TAN book

(If you have difficulty standing, please feel free to remain seated as needed)

Preservice Devotion: Psalm 95, forepart of TLH p.143

OPENING PRAYER
Minister (M):   O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are 

assembled in Your presence to hear Your Holy Word.  We pray You to 
open our hearts by Your Holy Spirit that by the preaching of  Your 
Word we may be brought to repent of  our sins, to believe on Jesus in 
life and in death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness.  Hear 
us for Christ’s sake.  

Congreg. (C)  Amen.



INVOCATION ! Matthew 28:19

Minister (M)  In the Name of  the Father, and of  the Son, and of  the Holy Spirit.
Congreg. (C)! Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION# 1 John 1 

M# God is light and in Him is no darkness at all.

C! If  we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship 
with one another, and the blood of  Jesus Christ His Son cleanses 
us from all sin.

M# If  we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

C! If  we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

M# Let us pray.

C! Almighty God, merciful Father, we are sinful by nature, and have 
sinned against You in our thoughts, words, and actions.  But we 
are sorry for our transgressions and pray You, of  Your bountiful 
mercy, to be gracious and merciful unto us.

" Forgive us for Jesus’ sake, renew us by Your Spirit, and lead us in 
the way everlasting.  Amen.

M#  Jesus Christ is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for our only, but 
also for the sins of  the whole world.  You are forgiven.  With boldness and 
confidence we may approach the throne to find grace to help in time of  
need.  In the peace of  forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

C! Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it 
was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.



M# The Lord be with you.# Luke 1:28

C! And also with you.

COLLECT OF THE DAY
M! Let us pray, … one God, now and forever.

C! Amen.

FIRST LESSON



Amos 5:18–24
18# Woe to you who desire the day of  the Lord!
# For what good is the day of  the Lord to you?
# It will be darkness, and not light.
19# It will be as though a man fled from a lion,
# And a bear met him!
# Or as though he went into the house,
# Leaned his hand on the wall,
# And a serpent bit him!
20# Is not the day of  the Lord darkness, and not light?
# Is it not very dark, with no brightness in it?
21! “I hate, I despise your feast days,
# And I do not savor your sacred assemblies.
22# Though you offer Me burnt offerings and your grain offerings,
# I will not accept them,
# Nor will I regard your fattened peace offerings.
23# Take away from Me the noise of  your songs,
# For I will not hear the melody of  your stringed instruments.
24# But let justice run down like water,
# And righteousness like a mighty stream.

SECOND LESSON
Psalm 70

1# Make haste, O God, to deliver me!
# Make haste to help me, O Lord!
2# Let them be ashamed and confounded
# Who seek my life;
# Let them be turned back and confused
# Who desire my hurt.
3# Let them be turned back because of  their shame,
! Who say, “Aha, aha!”
4# Let all those who seek You rejoice and be glad in You;
# And let those who love Your salvation say continually,
! “Let God be magnified!”
5# But I am poor and needy;
# Make haste to me, O God!
# You are my help and my deliverer;
# O Lord, do not delay.

GRADUAL HYMN  rise if  able" “We Now Implore God the Holy Ghost” (TLH 231)



GOSPEL LESSON     

M# In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of  old by the prophets.

C! But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

Matthew 25:1–13
“Then the kingdom of  heaven shall be likened to ten virgins who took 

their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 2"Now five of  them 
were wise, and five were foolish. 3"Those who were foolish took their lamps 
and took no oil with them, 4"but the wise took oil in their vessels with 
their lamps. 5"But while the bridegroom was delayed, they all slumbered 
and slept.

6"“And at midnight a cry was heard: ‘Behold, the bridegroom is coming; 
go out to meet him!’ 7"Then all those virgins arose and trimmed their 
lamps. 8"And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of  your oil, for 
our lamps are going out.’ 9"But the wise answered, saying, ‘No, lest there 
should not be enough for us and you; but go rather to those who sell, 
and buy for yourselves.’ 10"And while they went to buy, the bridegroom 
came, and those who were ready went in with him to the wedding; and 
the door was shut.

11"“Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open to 
us!’ 12"But he answered and said, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, I do not know 
you.’

13"“Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour in 
which the Son of  Man is coming.

M# This is the Word of  the Lord.

C! Thanks be to God.

CREED  ~ # Apostolic Creed

C! I believe in God the Father almighty, 
! ! maker of  heaven and earth.
! I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
! ! ! Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
! ! ! born of  the virgin Mary, 
! ! ! suffered under Pontius Pilate, 



! ! ! was crucified, died, and was buried. 
! ! He descended into hell. 
! ! The third day He rose again from the dead. 
! ! He ascended into heaven 
! ! ! and is seated at the right hand of  God 
! ! ! the Father almighty.  
! ! From there He will come to judge
! ! ! the living and the dead. 
! I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
! ! ! the holy Christian Church, 
! ! ! the communion of  saints, 
! ! ! the forgiveness of  sins, 
! ! ! the resurrection of  the body, 
! ! ! ! and the life everlasting.  Amen.

HYMN OF THE DAY
TLH 463:1-5 (red hymnal)! For All the Saints Who from Their Labors Rest

SERMON 
1 Thessalonians 4:13–18

13"But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those 
who have fallen asleep,  lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 
14"For if  we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will 
bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus.

15"For this we say to you by the word of  the Lord, that we who are 
alive and remain until the coming of  the Lord will by no means precede 
those who are asleep. 16"For the Lord Himself  will descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of  an archangel, and with the trumpet of  
God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17"Then we who are alive and 
remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the 
Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18"Therefore 
comfort one another with these words.

Hope Comes with a Shout!
1. It is the certainty of a shout that is coming
2. It is based on a shout from the past
3. It brings a shout which changes our lives today

M# The peace of  God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. ! Philippians 4:7



O F F E R I N G S

P R A Y E R  O F  T H E  C H U R C H

O F F E R T O R Y

C: Cre - ate in me a clean heart, O God, and re -

new a right spir - it with - in me. Cast me

not a - way from Your pres - ence. Take not Your Ho - ly

Spir - it from me. Re - store to me the joy of

Your sal - va - tion. Up - hold with Your Spir - it free.
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GATHERING OF OUR THANK OFFERING

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
We thank You Lord for Your resurrection, for through it You have given us 

a new birth into a living hope.  In this hope we pray for the Church of  God 
and all people according to their needs,

For the Church as she awaits the yet more glorious day, that she would be 
preserved without spot, blameless until the saints rise in bright array, let us 
pray to the Lord, Lord have mercy. 

For teachers and preachers that the truth of  the resurrection would be 
proclaimed without error and against all deception, let us pray to the Lord, 
Lord have mercy.

For those who sorrow over the death of  a fellow believer that the hope and 
promise of  our Lord’s coming to raise the living and the dead would give 
them hope, let us pray to the Lord, Lord have mercy.

For those saints who are still living that they would endure the persecution 
and temptations of  these last days, repentant and faithful until their Lord’s 
return coming, let us pray to the Lord, Lord have mercy.

For our nation that the newly elected officials would assume their office 
with all dignity, honesty, and justice, defending us and promoting what is 
right, let us pray to the Lord, Lord have mercy.

For the widows and orphans in the world that they would find consolation 
and care in the fellowship of  the Church, let us pray to the Lord, Lord have 
mercy.

For young families who face the early trials of  marriage and parenting that 
they would keep Christ at the core of  their relationship together and in selfless  
repentance withstand the assaults of  the devil, let us pray to the Lord, Lord 
have mercy.



For the elderly who face deteriorating health and loss of  independence that 
they would be renewed by the comfort of  the gospel and so give testimony to 
the hope that is in them, let us pray to the Lord, Lord have mercy.

For all the world as these last days grow dark that the light of  Christ’s Word 
would awaken all people to prayer and readiness for the Bridegroom’s return, 
let us pray to the Lord, Lord have mercy.

In this living hope we ask these things and with a watchful, humble heart 
we join together to pray,

THE LORD’S PRAYER! Matthew 6:9-13

C! Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy 
kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give 
us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into 
temptation; But deliver us from evil; For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen!

BENEDICTION# Numbers 6:24-26

M# The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine upon 
you and be gracious unto you.  The Lord lift up His countenance upon 
you and give you peace.

C! Amen.

CLOSING HYMN
TLH 463:6-8 (red hymnal)! For All the Saints Who from Their Labors Rest

Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation (WS 758) –"text, tune, setting: public domain.  God, We Praise You (WS 798) – 
text Christopher M. Idle, tune: Franz Joseph Haydn, text: ©1982 Hope Publishing House, tune and setting: 
public domain.  All rights reserved.  Reprinted under One License.net license # A-A-723598.  Unless 
otherwise noted, Scripture quotations taken from the New King James Version ©1982 Thomas Nelson. Used 
by permission.  All rights reserved. Offertory and other texts are in public domain.

Welcome!  We wish a warm welcome to our guests this morning.  It 
is our mission to share the good news that God gave His only Son   
that whoever believes in Him has eternal life (John 3:16-17).   May 
that good news go with you.  Feel free to sign our guest book in the 
entry way.   For more information about our church see the visitor 
comment cards and brochures in the entry way or visit our website at 
AscensionBatavia.org.  We hope to see you again!

Participating in this Service of the Word
Music Asst.:  !Dr. M. Kuehne! Lead Usher:  ! G. Suwanski
Minister:  ! Pr. David Pfeiffer !


