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ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH!
ASCENSION

LUTHERAN CHURCH .
“We preach Christ crucified.” 1 CORINTHIANS 1:23 PaSSIOn 1 Februa’ry 2 2 b 20 1 5

Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able
to stand against the wiles of the devil. Ephen1

A Service of the Word

TLH (hymns 1-660) is the RED book, WS (hymns 701-800) is the TAN book
(If you have difficulty standing, please feel free to remain seated as needed)

Preservice Devotion: Psalm xx, forepart of TLH p.xxx

OPENING HYMN
TLH 141 Enslaved by Sin and Bound in Chains

INVOCATION Matthew 28:19

Minister (M) In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation (C, spoken) Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 1 John 1:5b-2

M God is light and in Him is no darkness at all.

C If we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship
with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses
us from all sin.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
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If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Let us pray.
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Almighty God, merciful Father, we are sinful by nature, and have
sinned against You in our thoughts, words, and actions. But we
are sorry for our transgressions and pray You, of Your bountiful
mercy, to be gracious and merciful unto us.

Forgive us for Jesus’ sake, renew us by Your Spirit, and lead us in

the way everlasting. Amen.

M Jesus Christ is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for our only, but
also for the sins of the whole world. We are forgiven. With boldness and
confidence we may approach the throne to find grace to help in time of
need. In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it

was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

KYRIE ~ Lord, Have Mercy

In peace let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of
God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.



Lord, have mercy.

us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Amen.

Sing (w intro, TLH 146:3):

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let

Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.
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M The Lord be with you. Luke 1:28
C And also with you.
M Letus pray, ... one God, now and forever,
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C A - - - men.

Genesis 22:1-18
Now it came to pass after these things that God tested Abraham, and
said to him, “Abraham!”
And he said, “Here I am.”
2Then He said, “Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom you
love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt
offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.”



3So Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his donkey, and
took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son; and he split the
wood for the burnt offering, and arose and went to the place of which
God had told him. * Then on the third day Abraham lifted his eyes and
saw the place afar off. > And Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here
with the donkey; the lad and I will go yonder and worship, and we will
come back to you.”

6So Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid i on Isaac
his son; and he took the fire in his hand, and a knife, and the two of
them went together. 7 But Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and said,
“My father!”

And he said, “Here I am, my son.”

Then he said, “Look, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for
a burnt offering?”

8 And Abraham said, “My son, God will provide for Himself the lamb
for a burnt offering.” So the two of them went together.

9Then they came to the place of which God had told him. And
Abraham built an altar there and placed the wood in order; and he
bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, upon the wood. ' And
Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to slay his son.

1 But the Angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and said,
‘“Abraham, Abraham!”

So he said, “Here I am.”

12 And He said, “Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do anything to
him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld
your son, your only son, from Me.”

13 Then Abraham lifted his eyes and looked, and there behind Zim was
a ram caught in a thicket by its horns. So Abraham went and took the
ram, and offered it up for a burnt offering instead of his son. '* And
Abraham called the name of the place, The-Lord-Will-Provide; as it is
said f this day, “In the Mount of the Lord it shall be provided.”

1 Then the Angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time out of
heaven, '%and said: “By Myself I have sworn, says the Lord, because
you have done this thing, and have not withheld your son, your only son
—17blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply your
descendants as the stars of the heaven and as the sand which zs on the
seashore; and your descendants shall possess the gate of their enemies.
18In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you
have obeyed My voice.”

PSALM OF THE DAY
Psalm 25:1-10

1 To You, O Lord, I lift up my soul.
2 O my God, I trust in You;

Let me not be ashamed;

Let not my enemies triumph over me.
3 Indeed, let no one who waits on You be ashamed;

Let those be ashamed who deal treacherously without cause.
4 Show me Your ways, O Lord;



Teach me Your paths.
5 Lead me in Your truth and teach me,
Tor You are the God of my salvation;
On You I wait all the day.
6 Remember, O Lord, Your tender mercies and Your lovingkindnesses,
For they are from of old.
7 Do not remember the sins of my youth, nor my transgressions;
According to Your mercy remember me,
For Your goodness’ sake, O Lord.
8 Good and upright is the Lord;
Therefore He teaches sinners in the way.
9 The humble He guides in justice,
And the humble He teaches His way.
10 All the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth,
To such as keep His covenant and His testimonies.

GOSPEL LESSON (risc)

M  And this is eternal life, that we know the only true God, and Jesus Christ

whom He has sent.
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C Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord!
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Mark 1:9-15

91t came to pass in those days that Jesus came from Nazareth of
Galilee, and was baptized by John in the Jordan. ' And immediately,
coming up from the water, He saw the heavens parting and the Spirit
descending upon Him like a dove. ' Then a voice came from heaven,
“You are My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”

12 Immediately the Spirit drove Him into the wilderness. '* And He
was there in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan, and was with
the wild beasts; and the angels ministered to Him.

" Now after John was put in prison, Jesus came to Galilee, preaching
the gospel of the kingdom of God, ' and saying, “The time is fulfilled,
and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.”

M These words are written that we may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the

Son of God, and that believing, we may have life in His name.
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C Praise be to Thee, O Christ!
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CREED ~ The Apostles’ Creed

C I believe in God the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,



was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God
the Father almighty.
From there He will come to judge
the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

HYMN
TLH 428 1 Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus

SERMON
James 1:12-18

12 Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been
approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised
to those who love Him. '* Let no one say when he is tempted, “T am
tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He
Himself tempt anyone. * But each one is tempted when he is drawn
away by his own desires and enticed. !> Then, when desire has
conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings
forth death.

Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren. 7 Every good gift and
every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of
lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning. '® Of His
own will He brought us forth by the word of truth, that we might be a
kind of firstfruits of His creatures.

The Struggle to Overcome Temptation Depends
on Who You Can Trust to Give You Good Things

M The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your

hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:7
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HYMN
TLH 437 Who Trusts in God, a Strong Abode

GATHERING OF OUR THANK OFFERING
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
THE LORD’S PRAYER Maltthew 6:9-13

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24-26
M The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon
you and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon

you and give you peace.
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C A-men, A-men, A - - men.

CLOSING HYMN
TLH 398 Renew Me, O Eternal Light

Liturgical settings from The Lutheran Hymnal ©1941, Lutheran Service Book ©2006, Concordia Publishing
House. Used by permission. License #000013678. Worship Supplement 2000, Confession and Absolution (p.
22): public domain. Lamb of God, Pure and Holy, Text and Tune: public domain. Unless otherwise noted,
Bible Translations NKJV ©1982 Thomas Nelson.

Welcome! We wish a warm welcome to our guests this morning. It
is our mission to share the good news that God gave His only Son
that whoever believes in Him has eternal life (John 3:16-17). May
that good news go with you. Feel free to sign our guest book in the
entry way. For more information about our church see the visitor
comment cards and brochures in the entry way or visit our website at
AscensionBatavia.org. We hope to see you again!

Participating in this Service of the Word
Music: C. Hubbard Lead Usher: T. Louderman
Minister: Pastor D. Pfeiffer



