
WELCOME TO 
ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH!

Pentecost 3         June 14, 2015

June Sermon Series from Mark:

The Reign of God Arrives in Christ
6/7! It Brings Division, But Stands United (Mk. 3:20-35)

6/14! It Starts Small, But Becomes Great (Mk 4:26-34)
6/21 ! It is Hidden, But Powerful (Mark 4:35-41)

6/28 ! He Delays, But He Comes (Mark 5:21-43)

A Service of  the Word
Setting from WS p.12 – Service of Word and Sacrament, Setting 2

TLH (hymns 1-660) is the RED book, WS (hymns 701-800) is the TAN book
(If you have difficulty standing, please feel free to remain seated as needed)

Preservice Devotion: Psalm 95, forepart of TLH p.143

OPENING HYMN
TLH 226 (red hymnal)	 Come, Oh, Come Thou Quickening Spirit

INVOCATION 	 Matthew 28:19

Minister (M)  In the Name of  the Father, and of  the Son, and of  the Holy Spirit.
Congreg. (C)  Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 	
M	 We have come into the presence of  God who created us to love and serve 

Him as His dear children.  But we have disobeyed Him and deserve only His 
wrath and punishment.  Therefore, let us confess our sins to Him and plead 
for His mercy.

C	 Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.  In 
countless ways I have sinned against You and do not deserve to be 
called Your child.  But trusting in Jesus, My Savior, I pray: Have 
mercy on me according to Your unfailing love.  Cleanse me from 
my sin, and take away my guilt.

M	 God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins.  By the perfect life and 
innocent death of  our Lord Jesus Christ, He has removed your guilt forever.  
You are His own dear child.  May God give you strength to live according to 
His will.

C	 Amen.

KYRIE ~ Lord, Have Mercy	 Mark 10:47



1
2

C: Glo -
Lord
A -

ry
Je -
lone,

to
sus
O

God,
Christ,
Christ,

we
the
You

give
Fa -
on -

You
ther’s
ly

thanks
on -
are

and
ly
the

praise;
Son,
Lord,3

Of
You
At

heav’n -
bore
God’s

ly
for
right

joy
us
hand

and
the
in

peace
load
maj -

on
of
es -

earth
this
ty

we
world’s
most

sing.
sin.
high:

We
O
Who,

wor -
Lamb
with

ship
of
the

You,
God,
Spir -

to
Your
it

You
glo -
wor -

our
rious
shiped

hearts
vic -
and

we
t’ry
a -

raise,
won,
dored,

Lord
Re -
With

God,
ceive
all

al -
our
the

might -
prayer,
heav’n -

y
grant
ly

Fa -
us
host

ther,
Your
we

heav’n -
peace
glo -

ly
with -
ri -

King.
in.
fy.

Lord, have mer - cy on us. Christ, have mer-cyC:

on us. Lord, have mer - cy on us.

G L O R Y  T O  G O D  I N  T H E  H I G H E S T   

L O R D ,  H A V E  M E R C Y   

13S e t t i n g  2   supplement 2000

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS ~ Glory to God in the Highest	 Luke 2:14; Revelation5:8-14
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M	 The Lord be with you.
C	 And also with you.

COLLECT OF THE DAY
M Let us pray,  …  one God now and forever,
C	 Amen

FIRST LESSON 	

Ezekiel 17:22–24
22 Thus says the Lord God: “I will take also one of  the highest 

branches of  the high cedar and set it out. I will crop off  from the 
topmost of  its young twigs a tender one, and will plant it on a high and 
prominent mountain. 23 On the mountain height of  Israel I will plant it; 
and it will bring forth boughs, and bear fruit, and be a majestic cedar. 
Under it will dwell birds of  every sort; in the shadow of  its branches 
they will dwell. 24 And all the trees of  the field shall know that I, the 
Lord, have brought down the high tree and exalted the low tree, dried 



up the green tree and made the dry tree flourish; I, the Lord, have 
spoken and have done it.”

PSALM OF THE DAY    responsively	 Psalm 1
M	 Blessed is the man
C	 Who walks not in the counsel of  the ungodly,
M	 Nor stands in the path of  sinners,
C	 Nor sits in the seat of  the scornful;
M	 But his delight is in the law of  the Lord,
C	 And in His law he meditates day and night.
M	 He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of  water,
C	 That brings forth its fruit in its season,
M	 Whose leaf  also shall not wither;
C	 And whatever he does shall prosper.
M	 The ungodly are not so,
C	 But are like the chaff  which the wind drives away.
M	 Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment,
C	 Nor sinners in the congregation of  the righteous.
M	 For the Lord knows the way of  the righteous,
C	 But the way of  the ungodly shall perish.



GOSPEL LESSON     rise if  able	

Mark 4:26–34
26 And He said, “The kingdom of  God is as if  a man should scatter 

seed on the ground, 27 and should sleep by night and rise by day, and the 
seed should sprout and grow, he himself  does not know how. 28 For the 
earth yields crops by itself: first the blade, then the head, after that the 
full grain in the head. 29 But when the grain ripens, immediately he puts 
in the sickle, because the harvest has come.”

30 Then He said, “To what shall we liken the kingdom of  God? Or 
with what parable shall we picture it? 31 It is like a mustard seed which, 
when it is sown on the ground, is smaller than all the seeds on earth; 
32 but when it is sown, it grows up and becomes greater than all herbs, 
and shoots out large branches, so that the birds of  the air may nest 
under its shade.”

33 And with many such parables He spoke the word to them as they 
were able to hear it. 34 But without a parable He did not speak to them. 
And when they were alone, He explained all things to His disciples.

M	 Blessed are they who hear the Word of  God and keep it. 	 Luke 11:28

P R A Y E R  O F  T H E  D A Y

P:  

C:  

F I R S T  L E S S O N

P S A L M  O F  T H E  D A Y

S E C O N D  L E S S O N  

P:  

Al - le - lu - ia! Al - le - lu - ia! Al - le - lu - ia!C:

These words are writ - ten that we may be - lieve that

Je - sus is the Christ, the Son of God.

Al - le - lu - ia! Al - le - lu - ia! Al - le - lu - ia!
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John 20:31



CREED ~  The Apostles’ Creed
C	 I believe in God the Father almighty, 
	 	 maker of  heaven and earth.
	 I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
	 	 	 Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
	 	 	 born of  the virgin Mary, 
	 	 	 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
	 	 	 was crucified, died, and was buried. 
	 	 He descended into hell. 
	 	 The third day He rose again from the dead. 
	 	 He ascended into heaven 
	 	 	 and is seated at the right hand of  God 
	 	 	 the Father almighty.  
	 	 From there He will come to judge
	 	 	 the living and the dead. 
	 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
	 	 	 the holy Christian Church, 
	 	 	 the communion of  saints, 
	 	 	 the forgiveness of  sins, 
	 	 	 the resurrection of  the body, 
	 	 	 	 and the life everlasting.  Amen.

HYMN
TLH 396 (red hymnal)	 Oh, for a Faith That Will Not Shrink

SERMON ~ based on Gospel Lesson

Mark 4:26-34
Parable of the Seed

It Starts Small, But Becomes Great

M	 The peace of  God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 	 Philippians 4:7

OFFERTORY	 Psalm 51:10-12



O F F E R I N G S

P R A Y E R  O F  T H E  C H U R C H

O F F E R T O R Y

C: Cre - ate in me a clean heart, O God, and re -

new a right spir - it with - in me. Cast me

not a - way from Your pres - ence. Take not Your Ho - ly

Spir - it from me. Re - store to me the joy of

Your sal - va - tion. Up - hold with Your Spir - it free.
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HYMN
TLH 49 (red hymnal)	 Almighty God, Thy Word is Cast

GATHERING OF OUR THANK OFFERING

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

THE LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13

C	 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy 
kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give 
us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into 
temptation; But deliver us from evil; For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen!



BENEDICTION	 Numbers 6:24-26
M	 The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine upon 

you and be gracious unto you.  The Lord lift up His countenance upon 
you and give you peace.

C	 Amen.

CLOSING HYMN
WS 753 (tan hymnal)	 Let the Children Come to Me

Confession and Absolution – Text from “Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal.” © 1993 Northwestern 
Publishing House. Glory to God in the Highest – Text: Edwin LeGrice. © Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Tune and Setting: 
Walter Greatorex, alt. © Oxford University Press.  Alleluia Verse – Text: “Christian Worship: A Lutheran 
Hymnal.” © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House.  Tune and Setting: Kermit G. Moldenhauer.  Used by 
permission.  All rights reserved.  Reprinted under One License.net license # A-A-723598.  Lord, Have Mercy – 
Tune and Setting: © 2000 John C. Reim.  Used by permission. All remaining portions of  the liturgy are 
public domain. Unless otherwise noted, Scripture quotations taken from the New King James Version ©1982 
Thomas Nelson. Used by permission.  All rights reserved.

Welcome!  We wish a warm welcome to our guests this morning.  It 
is our mission to share the good news that God gave His only Son   
that whoever believes in Him has eternal life (John 3:16-17).   May 
that good news go with you.  Feel free to sign our guest book in the 
entry way.   For more information about our church see the visitor 
comment cards and brochures in the entry way or visit our website at 
AscensionBatavia.org.  We hope to see you again!

Participating in this Service of the Word
Music:  ! C. Hubbard! Lead Usher:  ! T. Louderman
Minister:  ! Pastor D. Pfeiffer!


