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LUTHERAN CHURCH

“We preach Christ crucified.” 1 CORINTHIANS 1:23

Pentecost 7 July 12, 2015

Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,

For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Matthew 5:10

A Service of the Word

Setting from WS p.12 — Service of Word and Sacrament, Setting 2
TLH (hymns 1-660) is the RED book, WS (hymns 701-800) is the TAN book
(If you have difficulty standing, please feel free to remain seated as needed)

Preservice Devotion: In Times of Affliction #33, forepart of TLH p.105

OPENING HYMN
WS 764 (tan hymnal) God of Grace and God of Glory

INVOCATION Matthew 28:19
Minister (M) In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Congreg. (C) Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

M We have come into the presence of God who created us to love and serve
Him as His dear children. But we have disobeyed Him and deserve only His
wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to Him and plead
for His mercy.

C Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In
countless ways I have sinned against You and do not deserve to be
called Your child. But trusting in Jesus, My Savior, I pray: Have
mercy on me according to Your unfailing love. Cleanse me from
my sin, and take away my guilt.

M God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and
innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, He has removed your guilt forever.
You are His own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to

His will.
C Amen.
KYRIE ~ Lord, Have Mercy Mark 10:47
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on us. Lord, have mer - cy on us.



GLORIA IN EXCELSIS ~ Glory to God in the Highest  Luke 2:14; Revelation5:8-14
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Of  heav’n - ly joy and peace on earth we sing.
You bore for us the load of this  world’s sin.
At  God’s right hand in maj -es - ty most high:
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We wor - ship You, to You our hearts we raise,
(0] Lamb  of God, Your glo - rious vic - t’ry won,
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Lord God, al - might-y Fa - ther, heav’n - ly King.
Re - ceive our prayer, grant us Your peace with - in.
With all the heav’n-ly  host we glo - ri - fy

M The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

COLLECT OF THE DAY

M Let us pray, ... one God now and forever,
C Amen

FIRST LESSON
Amos 7:7-15

"Thus He showed me: Behold, the Lord stood on a wall made with a
plumb line, with a plumb line in His hand.  And the Lord said to me,
“Amos, what do you see?”

And I said, “A plumb line.”

Then the Lord said:

“Behold, I am setting a plumb line
In the midst of My people Israel;
I will not pass by them anymore.
9 The high places of Isaac shall be desolate,
And the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste.
I will rise with the sword against the house of Jeroboam.”

1 Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent to Jeroboam king of Israel,
saying, “Amos has conspired against you in the midst of the house of
Israel. The land is not able to bear all his words. '! For thus Amos has
said:

‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword,



And Israel shall surely be led away captive
From their own land.” ”

2Then Amaziah said to Amos:

“Go, you seer!

Flee to the land of Judah.

There eat bread,

And there prophesy.

But never again prophesy at Bethel,

For it us the king’s sanctuary,

And it s the royal residence.”

14 Then Amos answered, and said to Amaziah:
“I was no prophet,
Nor was I a son of a prophet,
But I was a sheepbreeder
And a tender of sycamore fruit.

15 Then the Lord took me as I followed the flock,
And the Lord said to me,
‘Go, prophesy to My people Israel.’
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PSALM OF THE DAY responsively Psalm 85:8-13

I will hear what God the Lord will speak,

For He will speak peace

To His people and to His saints;

But let them not turn back to folly.

Surely His salvation is near to those who fear Him,
That glory may dwell in our land.

Mercy and truth have met together;
Righteousness and peace have kissed.

Truth shall spring out of the earth,

And righteousness shall look down from heaven.
Yes, the Lord will give what is good;

And our land will yield its increase.
Righteousness will go before Him,
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And shall make His footsteps our pathway.

GOSPEL LESSON  vise if able

Mark 6:14-29

*Now King Herod heard of Him, for His name had become well
known. And he said, “John the Baptist is risen from the dead, and
therefore these powers are at work in him.”

15 Others said, “It is Elijah.”

And others said, “It is the Prophet, or like one of the prophets.”

16 But when Herod heard, he said, “This is John, whom I beheaded;
he has been raised from the dead!” ' For Herod himself had sent and
laid hold of John, and bound him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his



brother Philip’s wife; for he had married her. '® Because John had said to
Herod, “It 1s not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.”

19 Therefore Herodias held it against him and wanted to kill him, but
she could not; 2° for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a just and
holy man, and he protected him. And when he heard him, he did many
things, and heard him gladly.

2 Then an opportune day came when Herod on his birthday gave a
feast for his nobles, the high officers, and the chief men of Galilee. > And
when Herodias’ daughter herself came in and danced, and pleased
Herod and those who sat with him, the king said to the girl, “Ask me
whatever you want, and I will give i to you.” 2> He also swore to her,
“Whatever you ask me, I will give you, up to half my kingdom.”

24 S0 she went out and said to her mother, “What shall T ask?”

And she said, “The head of John the Baptist!”

25 Immediately she came in with haste to the king and asked, saying, “I
want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.”

26 And the king was exceedingly sorry; yet, because of the oaths and
because of those who sat with him, he did not want to refuse her.

2’ Immediately the king sent an executioner and commanded his head
to be brought. And he went and beheaded him in prison, 28 brought his
head on a platter, and gave it to the girl; and the girl gave it to her
mother. 2 When his disciples heard of i, they came and took away his
corpse and laid it in a tomb.

M Blessed are they who hear the Word of God and keep it. Luke 11:28
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These words are writ - ten that we may be-lieve that

Al - le - lu - ia! Al - le - lu - ia! Al -le - lu - ia!
John 20:31
CREED ~ The Apostles’ Creed

C I believe in God the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.



He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God
the Father almighty.
From there He will come to judge
the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

HYMN
TLH 429 (red hymnal) Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart

SERMON ~ based on today’s Gospel lesson

Mark 6:14-29
God’s Righteousness Is
Worth Dying For

M The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your

hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:7
OFFERTORY Psalm 51:10-12
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Your sal - va-tion. Up - hold with Your Spir-it free.
HYMN
TLH 437 (red hymnal) Who Trusts in God, A Strong Abode

GATHERING OF OUR THANK OFFERING



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

THE LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13

C  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy
kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give
us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into
temptation; But deliver us from evil; For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen!

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24-26
M The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon

you and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon
you and give you peace.

C Amen.

CLOSING HYMN
TLH 189 (red hymnal) He is Arisen! Glorious Word!

Lord, Have Mercy — Tune and Setting: © 2000 John C. Reim. Used by permission. Confession and Absolution —
Text from “Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal.” © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. Glory to God in
the Highest — Text: Edwin LeGrice. © Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Tune and Setting: Walter Greatorex, alt. © Oxford
University Press. Alleluia Verse — Test: “Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal.” © 1993 Northwestern
Publishing House. Tune and Setting: Kermit G. Moldenhauer. Confession and Absolution, Gloria in Excelsts,
Allelwia Verse used by permission. All rights reserved. Reprinted under One License.net license # A-A-723598.
Unless otherwise noted, Scripture quotations taken from the New King James Version ©1982 Thomas
Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Offertory and other texts are in public domain.
Welcome! We wish a warm welcome to our guests this morning. It
is our mission to share the good news that God gave His only Son
that whoever believes in Him has eternal life (John 3:16-17). May
that good news go with you. Feel free to sign our guest book in the
entry way. For more information about our church see the visitor
comment cards and brochures in the entry way or visit our website at

AscensionBatavia.org. We hope to see you again!

Participating in this Service of the Word
Music: Dr. M. Kuehne Lead Usher: T. Louderman

Minister: Pr. D. Pfeiffer



