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LUTHERAN CHURCH

“We preach Christ crucified.” 1 CORINTHIANS 1:23

Pentecost 20 October 11, 2015

With men it 1s impossible, but not with God;
for with God all things are possible.  aak 10:275

A Service of the Word

TLH (hymns 1-660) is the RED book, WS (hymns 701-800) is the TAN book
(If you have difficulty standing, please feel free to remain seated as needed)

Preservice Devotion: Psalm 119:9-16 How can a young man cleanse his way? By
taking heed according to Your word. With my whole heart I have sought You; Oh,
let me not wander from Your commandments! Your word I have hidden in my
heart, That 1 might not sin against You. Blessed are You, O Lord! Teach me Your
statutes. With my lips I have declared All the judgments of Your mouth. I have
rejoiced in the way of Your testimonies, As much as in all riches. I will meditate on
Your precepts, And contemplate Your ways. I will delight myself in Your statutes;
will not forget Your word.

OPENING PRAYER
Minister (M): O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are
assembled in Your presence to hear Your Holy Word. We pray You to
open our hearts by Your Holy Spirit that by the preaching of Your Word
we may be brought to repent of our sins, to believe on Jesus in life and in
death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness. Hear us for Christ’s
sake.

Congreg. (C) Amen.
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Minister (M) In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Congreg. (C) Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
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1 John 1
God is light and in Him is no darkness at all.

If we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship
with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses
us from all sin.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Let us pray.

Almighty God, merciful Father, we are sinful by nature, and have
sinned against You in our thoughts, words, and actions. But we
are sorry for our transgressions and pray You, of Your bountiful
mercy, to be gracious and merciful unto us.

Forgive us for Jesus’ sake, renew us by Your Spirit, and lead us in
the way everlasting. Amen.

Jesus Christ is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for our only, but
also for the sins of the whole world. You are forgiven. With boldness and
confidence we may approach the throne to find grace to help in time of
need. In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it
was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.



GoD, WE PRrRAISE YOU

grow - ing song

Te Deum
H | ) | | | ,
el N—r —— il_—l - | —]
o -3 j 5 s @ LA U
1 God, we praise You! God, we bless You! God, we name You
2 True a - pos - tles, faith - ful proph - ets, Saints who set their
3 Je - sus Christ, the King of glo - ry, Ev - er - last-ing
4 Christ, at God’s right hand vic-to - rious, You will judge the
o I ] J I ]
DEE =SS Si====
1 |4 T T T T 1
lh Ilﬂ | | I—] | N | | I — | |
Y 4% IrV\ | | gI J =i i - A I | I | ﬁ} i I
o j [ . v @ ¢ o U
sov - ’reign Lord! Might-y King whom an - gels wor - ship, Fa - ther,
world a - blaze, Mar - tyrs,once un-known, un - heed - ed, Join one
Son of God, Hum-ble was Your vir - gin moth-er, Hard the
world You made; Lord, in mer - cy help Your ser - vants For whose
e
N B == R o
P F# — v | I % T 1 1
fH | | , |
e
A1V [ | T I 1
g A AL
by Your Church a - dored: All cre-a - tion shows Your glo - ry;

of praise, While Your Church on earth con - fess - es

lone - ly path  You trod: By Your cross is sin de - feat - ed,
free - dom You have paid: Raise us up from dust to glo - ry;
o i o 7)
B — ! ] I '
b { |

H | | | I\ N

- | ] N — H —* i S —

Gt = . .
Heavn and earth draw near Your throne, Sing - ing,“Ho - ly,
One ma - jes - tic Trin - 1 - ty: Fa - ther, Son, and
Hell con - front - ed face to face, Heav -en o - pened
Guard us from all sin to - day. King en - throned a -

; L2t —

.

)

e
ol

=

Y




M The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

COLLECT OF THE DAY
M Letus pray, ... one God now and forever,
C Amen

FIRST LESSON
Hebrews 4:1-16

Therefore, since a promise remains of entering His rest, let us fear lest any of
you seem to have come short of it. 2For indeed the gospel was preached to us
as well as to them; but the word which they heard did not profit them, not
being mixed with faith in those who heard . 3For we who have believed do
enter that rest, as He has said:

“So I swore in My wrath,

“T'hey shall not enter My rest,

although the works were finished from the foundation of the world. *For He
has spoken in a certain place of the seventh day in this way: And God rested on
the seventh day from all His works™; ®and again in this place: ““They shall not enter
My rest.”

¢Since therefore it remains that some must enter it, and those to whom it was
first preached did not enter because of disobedience, 7again He designates a
certain day, saying in David, “Zoday, ” after such a long time, as it has been said:

“Today, if you will hear His voice,

Do not harden your hearts.”

sFor if Joshua had given them rest, then He would not afterward have
spoken of another day. ® There remains therefore a rest for the people of God.
v For he who has entered His rest has himself also ceased from his works as
God did from His.

' Let us therefore be diligent to enter that rest, lest anyone fall according to
the same example of disobedience. 2 For the word of God s living and
powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division
of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts
and intents of the heart. * And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but
all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account.

1#Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the
heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. s For we do not
have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all
points tempted as we are, yet without sin. ¢ Let us therefore come boldly to the
throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of
need.

39

M  This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL LESSON

M In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

Mark 10:23-31

#Then Jesus looked around and said to His disciples, “How hard it is for
those who have riches to enter the kingdom of God!” 2t And the disciples were
astonished at His words. But Jesus answered again and said to them,
“Children, how hard it is for those who trust in riches to enter the kingdom of
God! »It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich
man to enter the kingdom of God.”

% And they were greatly astonished, saying among themselves, “Who then
can be saved?”

2 But Jesus looked at them and said, “With men i is impossible, but not with
God; for with God all things are possible.”

#'Then Peter began to say to Him, “See, we have left all and followed You.”

»So Jesus answered and said, “Assuredly, I say to you, there is no one who
has left house or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or
lands, for My sake and the gospel’s, 3who shall not receive a hundredfold now
in this time—houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and
lands, with persecutions—and in the age to come, eternal life. 3 But many who
are first will be last, and the last first.”

M This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

CREED ~ The Apostles’ Creed

C I believe in God the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,



was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God
the Father almighty.
From there He will come to judge
the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

HYMN OF THE DAY
TLH 399 (red hymnal) Thee Will I Love, My Strength, My Tower



SERMON
Ecclesiastes 5:10-20

10 He who loves silver will not be satisfied with silver; Nor he who loves
abundance, with increase. This also s vanity.

1 When goods increase, They increase who eat them; So what profit have
the owners Except to see them with their eyes?

12 The sleep of a laboring man s sweet, Whether he eats little or much; But
the abundance of the rich will not permit him to sleep.

15 There is a severe evil which I have seen under the sun: Riches kept for their
owner to his hurt.

1 But those riches perish through misfortune; When he begets a son, there is
nothing in his hand.

15 As he came from his mother’s womb, naked shall he return, To go as he
came; And he shall take nothing from his labor Which he may carry away in
his hand.

15 And this also s a severe evil— Just exactly as he came, so shall he go. And
what profit has he who has labored for the wind?

17 All his days he also eats in darkness, And /e sas much sorrow and sickness
and anger.

18 Here is what I have seen: /¢ is good and fitting for one to eat and drink, and
to enjoy the good of all his labor in which he toils under the sun all the days of
his life which God gives him; for it e his heritage. 1 As for every man to whom
God has given riches and wealth, and given him power to eat of it, to receive
his heritage and rejoice in his labor—this is the gift of God. *For he will not
dwell unduly on the days of his life, because God keeps £im busy with the joy
of his heart.

To Receive Your Daily Bread With Thanksgiving:

THIS IS THE GIFT OF GOD
For further reflection:
1. The of money is a root of all kinds of evil (1 Timothy 6:10).

2. What does the word vanity mean?

3. When God raises you up on the last day what will you have with
you from your present life?

4. What does the king say is good:

a. to and
b. to the good of your
c. to your portion and in your labor
d. This is the of
5. God wants us to stay busy with of our

6. How does the fourth petition teach us to receive our daily bread7

M The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your
hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. Amen. Philippians 4:7

RESPONSE “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast In Your Word” (LSB 655)
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GATHERING OF OUR THANK OFFERING

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

Dear Lord God Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. We give you thanks
and praise for all your goodness, for you open your hand and satisty the desire
of every living thing. Blessed are you, O most high.

You bring us all goodness for Jesus sake. Make us always aware and
mindful that every good gift is from your grace and is ours only because of

Jesus Christ who has reconciled the world to you, bringing us the forgiveness
of sins. Preserve this message of the cross in our churches and in the mouths
of our pastors that we would never turn the mission of God into worldly
pursuits, but concern our ministry with your kingdom first.

Grant to us your goodness dear Lord that we may receive our daily bread
with thanksgiving. Root out all hypocrisy and selfish pursuits that would try
to claim for our own the good gifts that come from above. Grant us Your
Holy Spirit that we may recognize our unworthiness before You and so find
consolation, forgiveness, and grace in our Lord Jesus Christ who has risen
from death and lives and reigns in eternity. Teach us to rejoice in our labor,
not for what we may store up in greed, but for what you have blessed us with.

Bless our nation and the bounty of it. Grant us good weather in this season
of harvest that we may eat and drink, provide for our families, and realize
Your ever present care for us.

Bring down your judgement upon those who would use riches as a means to
selfish gain. Turn our hearts to see the needs of our neighbor and to help
those who are oppressed. Show us the needs of the poor and
underprivileged, the sick and hungry, the homeless and the desolate, and let
us not be blind to it. Rather, keep us active in prayer for all who suffer, doing
good where we are able, especially within our families and church.



Grant us to know your will for us in humility and fear. If you would have us
suffer want or loss or hunger, let us not complain. Though you give or take,
blessed be Your name. And at last deliver us from this veil of tears, raise up
our bodies, and give to us the eternal inheritance in Christ Jesus. In whose
name we also pray,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy
kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us
this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into
temptation; But deliver us from evil; For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen!

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24-26
M The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon
you and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon
you and give you peace.
C Amen.

CLOSING HYMN
TLH 567 (red hymnal) O Lord, Whose Bounteous Hand Again

Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation (WS 758) — text, tune, setting: public domain. God, We Praise You (WS 798) —
text Christopher M. Idle, tune: Franz Joseph Haydn, text: ©1982 Hope Publishing House, tune and setting:
public domain. All rights reserved. Reprinted under One License.net license # A-A-723598. Unless
otherwise noted, Scripture quotations taken from the New King James Version ©1982 Thomas Nelson. Used
by permission. All rights reserved. Offertory and other texts are in public domain.

Welcome! We wish a warm welcome to our guests this morning. It
is our mission to share the good news that God gave His only Son
that whoever believes in Him has eternal life (John 3:16-17). May
that good news go with you. Feel free to sign our guest book in the
entry way. For more information about our church see the visitor
comment cards and brochures in the entry way or visit our website at
AscensionBatavia.org. We hope to see you again!

Participating in this Service of the Word
Music: XXX Lead Usher: XXX

Minister: Pr. David Pfeiffer



