! Now Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Syria, was a great and honorable man in
the eyes of his master, because by him the LORD had given victory to Syria. He was also a
mighty man of valor, but a leper. ? And the Syrians had gone out on raids, and had brought back
captive a young girl from the land of Israel. She waited on Naaman's wife. > Then she said to
her mistress, “If only my master were with the prophet who is in Samaria! For he would heal
him of his leprosy.” * And Naaman went in and told his master, saying, “Thus and thus said the
girl who is from the land of Israel.” ° Then the king of Syria said, “Go now, and I will send a
letter to the king of Israel.” So he departed and took with him ten talents of silver, six thousand
shekels of gold, and ten changes of clothing. ° Then he brought the letter to the king of Israel,
which said, Now be advised, when this letter comes to you, that | have sent Naaman my servant
to you, that you may heal him of his leprosy. ’ And it happened, when the king of Israel read the
letter, that he tore his clothes and said, “Am | God, to kill and make alive, that this man sends a
man to me to heal him of his leprosy? Therefore please consider, and see how he seeks a quarrel
with me.” ®So0 it was, when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his
clothes, that he sent to the king, saying, “Why have you torn your clothes? Please let him come
to me, and he shall know that there is a prophet in Israel.” ° Then Naaman went with his horses
and chariot, and he stood at the door of Elisha’s house. *° And Elisha sent a messenger to him,
saying, “Go and wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall be restored to you, and you
shall be clean.” * But Naaman became furious, and went away and said, “Indeed, I said to
myself, ‘He will surely come out t0 me, and stand and call on the name of the LORD his God,
and wave his hand over the place, and heal the leprosy.” ** Are not the Abanah and the Pharpar,
the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them and be
clean?” So he turned and went away in a rage. ** And his servants came near and spoke to him,
and said, “My father, if the prophet had told you to do something great, would you not have
done it? How much more then, when he says to you, ‘Wash, and be clean’?” ** So he went down
and dipped seven times in the Jordan, according to the saying of the man of God; and his flesh
was restored like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean.

Text: 2 Kings 5:1-14 A 9/24/17 1John 3:1-9 Matthew 22:23-33 Psalm 25 Resp. Ps.: 130
Hymns: 281, 149, 388, 376

GOD CLEANSED US FROM OUR DISEASE OF SIN

Rock of Ages, cleft for me, let me hide myself in Thee;
Let the water and the blood from Thy riven side which flowed
Be of sin the double cure, cleanse me from its guilt and power.

Nothing in my hand I bring, simply to Thy cross I cling;
Naked, come to Thee for dress; helpless, look to Thee for grace;
Foul, 1 to the fountain fly, — wash me, Savior, or | die! (TLH #376: 1, 3)

Dear fellow cleansed by the blood of Christ,
There was a man named Naaman, who was the top general of the king of Syria. Naaman was a

great and brave soldier, but he was a leper. Someone with leprosy can become terribly
disfigured, and even die. In those days there was no medical help for leprosy. Naaman had a



Jewish slave girl who believed in God. She told her master’s wife, who told her master, that
God’s prophet, Elisha, could heal him. Naaman had nothing to lose and everything to gain to see
if he could be healed, so he set out for Israel.

Naaman’s first stop was to see the king of Israel, figuring the king would have the authority and
knowledge to help him. But the king of Israel was an unbeliever. He didn’t think to turn to God’s
prophet, Elisha, for the help he needed. He thought that he was being asked to do the impossible,
so that when he failed the king of Syria could use it as an excuse to attack Israel.

The prophet Elisha heard about this and had Naaman sent to him. Naaman came with his
impressive entourage on horses, and he in a chariot. He waited at the door of Elisha’s house,
expecting the Jewish prophet to come out to him, the mighty general. But Elisha sent out his
servant instead. As if this weren’t enough of a blow to Naaman’s ego, Elisha told him through
the servant that he would be cleansed of his leprosy if he washed in the Jordan River seven
times. Naaman was furious. He had wanted an impressive show from Elisha in healing him. But
what he got instead was the simple instruction to wash in the foreigner’s river. Happily for
Naaman, his servants spoke with him. He ended up washing in the Jordan and was miraculously
cured of his leprosy. But the best thing that happened to Naaman was that the experience brought
him to believe in God. Just after our text we’re told that when Naaman was healed he went back
to Elisha and said, “Indeed, now | know that there is no God in all the earth, except in Israel.”

The Jewish slave girl could have been bitter toward her master for taking her away from her
country and home and family and making her his slave. She could have been glad that her master
had leprosy, and felt that he didn’t deserve God’s help. She could have been so intimidated by
her life of slavery and her master that she was afraid to speak up about the God in whom she
believed. But instead she let her master know about God so that God could help him. We may
hesitate to talk to someone about God because we’re harboring hard feelings toward that person,
or we’re too wrapped up in what’s going on in our own life, or we’re afraid to speak up.
Everyone needs what only God can give. Open your mouth and direct others to God and His
Word. We join the Apostle Paul in saying, “lI am not seeking my own good but the good of many,
so that they may be saved ” (1 Cor. 10:31).

It was a good thing that General Naaman wasn’t too proud to listen to his Jewish slave girl, or to
seek help from her God through God’s prophet. However, Naaman acted quite proud when he
arrived at the prophet’s house. But once he humbled himself and did what Elisha told him to do,
he was cured. And he came away from it believing in God.

We shouldn’t be too proud to listen to God’s Word from a child, or anyone else. If that person is
telling us what the Bible says, we need to humbly listen to God’s Word and accept it. Jesus tells
us that when we’re telling someone what the Bible says, “He who hears you hears Me” (LK.
10:16). Had Naaman been too proud to listen to his slave girl, and eventually to Elisha, he would
never have received the wonderful physical, and especially spiritual healing that the Lord
intended for him.

If we want God’s help, we need to humbly ask Him for it. Scripture says, “God opposes the
proud but gives grace to the humble. Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand,



that He may lift you up in due time” (1 Pet. 5:5-6). Naaman made a big mistake at first when he
questioned God’s Word through Elisha. It’s not our place to question God’s Word or God’s will,
and try to tell God the way He should do things. We simply bring our needs to God in prayer,
and ask Him for the humility and faith to wait on Him to answer us in His own way and in His
own time.

Naaman was afflicted with the terrible disease of leprosy, for which there was no known cure.
The Bible tells us that we “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Ro. 3:23). We’re
all afflicted with the terrible disease of sin, for which there is no human cure. Leprosy destroys
the body. Sin destroys body and soul eternally in hell. There’s nothing we can do to cleanse
ourselves from our disease of sin. Our only hope, and our certain hope, is Jesus. The Bible
assures us, “Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into
the world to save sinners” (1 Tim. 1:15).

When Naaman came to be cured of his leprosy, he brought some 750 pounds of silver, 150
pounds of gold, and 10 sets of expensive clothing. He expected to use all that to pay for his cure.
But the Lord’s healing was free!

We sin against God, so it seems reasonable that we have to do some good things to make up for
our sins so that God will forgive us and save us. But there is no payment that we can make or
have to make for our sins. The Bible tells us that “God ... saved us, not because of righteous
things we had done, but because of His mercy” (Titus 2:4-5). Jesus lived the perfect life that we
can’t begin to live, and earned heaven for us. Jesus paid the price for all of our sins with His
suffering and death on the cross. God forgives us and saves us as a free gift by faith in Jesus.
“For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of
God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast” — Ephesians 2:8-9 (NASB).

Leprosy is a terrible disease that eats away at the body and can result in death. No wonder
Naaman’s king was willing to give so much to anyone who could cure him! When Naaman
washed in the Jordan River, he was so completely cured by the Lord that his skin became as
smooth and unblemished as a young child’s.

Our leprosy of sin is an even more terrible disease that results in eternal death. But the Bible
assures us that “the blood of Jesus Christ [God’s] Son cleanses us from all sin” (1Jn. 1.7),
making us completely new and reborn! Praise GOD who has CLEANSED US FROM OUR
DISEASE OF SIN.

Just as | am, without one plea but that Thy blood was shed for me
And that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee, O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

Just as | am and waiting not to rid my soul of one dark blot,
To Thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot, O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

Just as I am; Thy love unknown has broken every barrier down.
Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, O Lamb of God, | come, | come. Amen.
(TLH: #388:1, 2, 6)



