
WELCOME TO 

ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH!

Resurrection 7    May 17, 2015

I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you.
John 14:18

A Service of  Word and Sacrament
TLH (hymns 1-660) is the RED book, WS (hymns 701-800) is the TAN book

(If  you have difficulty standing, please feel free to remain seated as needed)

VISITORS: Because our Lord urges  us to “all speak the same thing” for we are all 
“one bread and one body,” we kindly ask those who are not confirmed in fellowship 
with the CLC to meet with the pastor before communing at the altar.  We want you to 
be sure you are in agreement with our teaching and confession so that we can rejoice 
together in this gift of fellowship.  You can read about our practice of close communion 
in the blue trifold pamphlet in the entry way.  Thank you for your understanding.  
Please do talk with the pastor after the service.  (1 Cor. 1:10; 10:16-17; 11:18-29)

Preservice Devotion: Psalm 27, forepart of TLH p.129

OPENING HYMN
WS 738  (tan hymnal)! Alleluia! Sing to Jesus

INVOCATION ! Matthew 28:19

Minister (M)  In the Name of  the Father, and of  the Son, and of  the Holy Spirit.

Congreg. (C)  Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION !
M! If  we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C! If  we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins 

and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. ! 1 John 1:8-9
M! Let us then draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God, our 

Father, asking Him in the name of  our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness.

C! Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 
unclean and that we have sinned against You in our thoughts, 
words, and actions.  We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment, for we have not loved You above all things and we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of  Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 
the glory of  Your holy name.  Amen. 

M! Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, in His mercy has given His only Son to 
die for you and for His sake forgives you all our sins.  Therefore, as a called 
servant of  Christ, and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the 
name of  the Father and of  the Son and of  the Holy Spirit.           [John 20:19-23]

C! Amen.

INTROIT! from Psalm 27



M! The Lord is my light and my salvation; Whom shall I fear? One thing I 
have desired of  the Lord, That will I seek: That I may dwell in the house 
of  the Lord All the days of  my life, To behold the beauty of  the Lord, And 
to inquire in His temple. When my father and my mother forsake me, 
Then the Lord will take care of  me. Wait on the Lord; Be of  good 
courage, And He shall strengthen your heart.

C! Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it 
was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

M! Lord have mercy upon us.

C! Christ have mercy upon us.
M! Lord have mercy upon us.
C! Amen.

GLORIA CHRISTI ~ Glory to Christ!

M! The Lord be with you.! Luke 1:28

C! And also with you.

COLLECT OF THE DAY
M" Let us pray, …#one God, now and forever.

C! Amen.

FIRST LESSON !

1 John 5:9–15
9#If  we receive the witness of  men, the witness of  God is greater; for 

this is the witness of  God which He has testified of  His Son. 10#He who 
believes in the Son of  God has the witness in himself; he who does not 
believe God has made Him a liar, because he has not believed the 
testimony that God has given of  His Son. 11#And this is the testimony: 
that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. 12#He who 
has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of  God does not 
have life. 13#These things I have written to you who believe in the name 



of  the Son of  God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and 
that you may continue to believe in the name of  the Son of  God.

14#Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if  we ask 
anything according to His will, He hears us. 15#And if  we know that He 
hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we 
have asked of  Him.

GRADUAL (rise)! Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6

Go quickly and tell His disciples that He is risen from the dead. Behold, 
I have told you.”  Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

He was made a little lower than the angels; yet He is crowned with 
glory and honor.  He has been given dominion over the works of  God’s 
hands; all things have been put under his feet.  Hallelujah!

♫ Sing (w intro, TLH 190:7)

GOSPEL LESSON

M! And this is eternal life, that we know the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom He has sent. ! John 17:3

" C" Glo -  ry   be   to      Thee,   O           Lord!

John 17:11–19
11#Now I am no longer in the world, but these are in the world, and I 

come to You. Holy Father, keep through Your name those whom You 
have given Me, that they may be one as We are. 12#While I was with them 
in the world, I kept them in Your name. Those whom You gave Me I 
have kept; and none of  them is lost except the son of  perdition, that the 
Scripture might be fulfilled. 13#But now I come to You, and these things I 
speak in the world, that they may have My joy fulfilled in themselves. 14#I 
have given them Your word; and the world has hated them because they 
are not of  the world, just as I am not of  the world. 15#I do not pray that 
You should take them out of  the world, but that You should keep them 
from the evil one. 16#They are not of  the world, just as I am not of  the 
world. 17#Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth. 18#As You sent 
Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world. 19#And for their 
sakes I sanctify Myself, that they also may be sanctified by the truth.



M! These words are written that we may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of  God, and that believing, we may have life in His name. ! John 20:31

 " C" Praise   be  to       Thee,   O        Christ!

CREED ~ ! The Nicene Creed

C! I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 
! ! maker of  heaven and earth 
! ! ! and of  all things visible and invisible. 
! And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of  God, 
! ! begotten of  His Father before all worlds, 
! ! God of  God, Light of  Light, very God of  very God, 
! ! begotten, not made, being of  one substance with the Father, 
! ! ! by Whom all things were made; 
! ! ! Who for us men and for our salvation, 
! ! ! ! came down from heaven 
! ! ! and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of  the virgin Mary,
! ! ! and was made man; 
! ! ! and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
! ! ! He suffered and was buried.
! ! ! And the third day He rose again 
! ! ! ! according to the Scriptures; 
! ! ! and ascended into heaven 
! ! ! and sits on the right hand of  the Father.
! ! ! And He will come again with glory to judge 
! ! ! ! both the living and the dead,
! ! ! Whose kingdom will have no end.  
! ! And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
! ! ! the Lord and giver of  life, 
! ! ! Who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
! ! ! Who with the Father and the Son together 
! ! ! ! is worshiped and glorified, 
! ! ! Who spoke by the Prophets. 
! ! ! And I believe in one holy Christian and Apostolic Church. 
! ! ! I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of  sins, 
! ! ! And I look for the resurrection of  the dead 
! ! ! And the life of  the world to come. Amen.

HYMN
TLH 217  (red hymnal)! Oh, Sing with Exultation

SERMON
Acts 1:12–26

12#Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, 
which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey. 13#And when they had 
entered, they went up into the upper room where they were staying: 
Peter, James, John, and Andrew; Philip and Thomas; Bartholomew and 



Matthew; James the son of  Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot; and Judas the 
son of  James. 14#These all continued with one accord in prayer and 
supplication, with the women and Mary the mother of  Jesus, and with 
His brothers.

15#And in those days Peter stood up in the midst of  the disciples 
(altogether the number of  names was about a hundred and twenty), and 
said, 16#“Men and brethren, this Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the 
Holy Spirit spoke before by the mouth of  David concerning Judas, who 
became a guide to those who arrested Jesus; 17#for he was numbered 
with us and obtained a part in this ministry.”

18#(Now this man purchased a field with the wages of  iniquity; and 
falling headlong, he burst open in the middle and all his entrails gushed 
out. 19#And it became known to all those dwelling in Jerusalem; so that 
field is called in their own language, Akel Dama, that is, Field of  Blood.)

20#“For it is written in the Book of  Psalms:
" ‘Let his dwelling place be desolate,
" And let no one live in it’;
and,
" ‘Let another take his office.’
21#“Therefore, of  these men who have accompanied us all the time 

that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22#beginning from the 
baptism of  John to that day when He was taken up from us, one of  
these must become a witness with us of  His resurrection.”

23#And they proposed two: Joseph called Barsabas, who was surnamed 
Justus, and Matthias. 24#And they prayed and said, “You, O Lord, who 
know the hearts of  all, show which of  these two You have chosen 25#to 
take part in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas by 
transgression fell, that he might go to his own place.” 26#And they cast 
their lots, and the lot fell on Matthias. And he was numbered with the 
eleven apostles.

Named and Numbered by God for Ministry
1. Forgiven in Jesus no matter the sin
2. Called through the Church no matter the numbers
3. Sharing in ministry no matter the calling

M! The peace of  God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. ! Philippians 4:7

OFFERTORY! Psalm 51:10-12



HYMN
WS 765  (tan hymnal)! Christ High-Ascended

GATHERING OF OUR THANK OFFERING

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

A Service of  the Sacrament

M! The Lord be with you.
C! And also with you.
M! Lift up your hearts.
C! We lift them to the Lord.
M! Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God.
C! It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Blessed are You, Lord of  heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those 

whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our 
sin and be our Savior.  With repentant joy we receive the salvation 
accomplished for us by the all availing sacrifice of  His body and His blood on 
the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of  Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, 
to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.  Grant us 
faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own 
testament.  Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of  the earth to celebrate 
with all the faithful the marriage feast of  the Lamb in His kingdom, which has 
no end.  Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us.  To You 
alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION! Matt. 26, Mk 14, Lk 22, 1 Cor. 11

M" Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, took 
bread; and, when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His 
disciples saying, ‘Take, eat. This is My body, which is given for you. Do this 
in remembrance of  Me.’  In the same way He took the cup, after supper, 
gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, ‘Drink of  it, all of  you. This cup is 
the new covenant in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of  Me.’



M" As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 
death until He comes.

C! Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus.
M! Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C! Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy 

kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give 
us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into 
temptation; But deliver us from evil; For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen!

DISTRIBUTION

M! Let us bless the Lord.
C! Thanks be to God.
M! Let us pray together,

! ! O Lord Jesus Christ, we thank You for Your resurrection, for 
through it You have given us new birth into a living hope. Grant 
that, having heard Your Word and received Your body and blood, 
we would grow in knowing You and the power of  Your 
resurrection.  Make us to walk in Your Spirit, that everything we 
know, everything we say, and everything we do, may be 
conformed to the image of  Your endless life.  Hear us, for You 
live to intercede before the Father in the Holy Spirit, who alone 
are one God, now and forever.  Amen.

BENEDICTION! Numbers 6:24-26



M! The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine upon 
you and be gracious unto you.  The Lord lift up His countenance upon 
you and give you peace.

C! Amen.

CLOSING HYMN
WS 780  (tan hymnal)! Dear Lord, to Your True Servants Give

Liturgical settings from The Lutheran Hymnal ©1941, Lutheran Service Book ©2006, Concordia Publishing 
House.  Used by permission. License #000013678.  Liturgical settings from The Lutheran Hymnal ©1941, 
Lutheran Service Book ©2006, Concordia Publishing House.  “This is the Feast” by John W. Arthur, Tune and 
Setting by Richard W. Hillert, © 1975 Lutheran Book of Worship.  Used by permission, Concordia Publishing 
House, license #000013678.  “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing,” tr. Robert Campbell, setting Jan O. 
Bender.  © 1969.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. Reprinted under One License.net license # A-
A-723598.  Gradual Verse: “Christ, our Paschal Lamb, indeed,” from “Christ the Lord has Risen Again,” by 
Michael Weisse, Tr. by Catherine Winkworth, Text and Tune: public domain. Unless otherwise noted, Bible 
Translations NKJV ©1982 Thomas Nelson.  Unless otherwise noted, Bible Translations NKJV ©1982 
Thomas Nelson. 

Welcome!  We wish a warm welcome to our guests this morning.  It 
is our mission to share the good news that God gave His only Son   
that whoever believes in Him has eternal life (John 3:16-17).   May 
that good news go with you.  Feel free to sign our guest book in the 
entry way.   For more information about our church see the visitor 
comment cards and brochures in the entry way or visit our website at 
AscensionBatavia.org.  We hope to see you again!

Participating in this Service of the Word
Music Asst.:  ! C. Hubbard! Lead Usher:  ! T. Louderman
Minister:  ! Pastor D. Pfeiffer ! Comm. Asst.:! D. Eserhut


